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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

JAMES  L.  GREGORY,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  f.r.f.p.s.,  d.p.h.,  d.t.m.  &  hy. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

Atcham.  R.D.  W.  H.  PURSLOW.  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst. 

^Bishop’s  Castle.  M.B.  H.  LONGDEN,  -  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst. 

*Church  Stretton.  U.D.  E.  J.  MARSH,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst. 

*Clun.  R.D.  H.  A.  ELLIOTT,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst. 

Wen  lock.  M.B.  C.  J.  THOMAS,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Inst. 

*  In  these  districts  the  appointment  is  a  part-time  one, 
the  Inspector  also  holding  the  post  of  Surveyor. 


Bacteriologist  : 

A.  J.  RHODES,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.E. 
Donaldson-Hudson  Laboratories, 
Royal  Salop  Infirmary, 
Shrewsbury. 


Tuberculosis  Officers  ; 

DR.  T.  R.  ELLIOTT  and  DR.  A.  C.  WATKIN, 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 

17,  Belmont, 

Shrewsbury. 


South  West  Salop  United  Districts. 


1st.  August,  1944. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Joint  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  health 
of  the  districts  for  the  year  ending  31st.  December,  1943. 
As  in  former  years  the  report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
the  directions  of  the  Minister  of  Health  and  is  divided  into 
six  sections.  The  statistics  for  the  area  of  each  local  authority 
are  given  separately  and  in  other  sections  of  the  report  the 
districts  are  dealt  with  alphabetically  so  that  it  should  be 
easy  to  find  details  of  any  one  district. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  statistics  that  the  figures 
for  the  area  compare  favourably  with  those  for  the  country 
as  a  whole. 


Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
Maternal  Death-Rete  .... 
Neo-natal  Death  Rate  .... 
Still  Birth  Rate 

Tuberculosis  Death-Rate 
Pulmonary 
Non-pulmonary  .... 

Cancer  Death-Rate 


South  West 

England  & 

Salop 

Wales 

20.4 

16.5 

12.3 

12.1 

28 

49 

0.99 

2.29 

18.4 

25.3 

30.4 

30.2 

0.48 

0.66 

0.39 

0.55 

0.09 

0.1 1 

2.07 

Not  available 

The  Infant  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and  the  rate  for 
tuberculosis  deaths  will  be  seen  to  be  especially  low  in  the  area. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


No  serious  out-break  of  infectious  disease  took  place. 
Measles  was  prevalent  to  some  extent  in  the  spring  of  the  year 
and  there  were  two  fatal  cases. 

Only  seven  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  all  of  them 
being  in  unprotected  persons.  There  were  no  deaths. 

The  protection  of  the  child  population  against  Diphtheria 
has  been  continued  and  it  is  estimated  that  approximately 
90%  of  the  school  children  and  70%  of  the  children  under 
hve  years  of  age  have  now  been  protected. 


HOUSING. 

The  building  of  the  agricultural  cottages  allotted  to  the 
districts  in  this  area  has  now  almost  been  completed  and  most 
of  them  are  tenanted.  Programmes  of  post  war  housing  have 
also  been  drawn  up  and  sites  selected.  The  Government  have 
received  and  published  a  report  on  RURAL  HOUSING  (1944) 
in  which  recommendations  are  made  as  to  future  housing 
policy  in  rural  areas.  It  is  proposed  to  have  Joint  County 
Committees  in  each  county  the  members  of  which  will  be 
drawn  from  the  Rural  District  Councils  and  the  County  Councils. 
These  Committees  will  act  in  an  advisory  capacity  as  to 
standards  of  housing  to  be  aimed  at  throughout  each  County 
so  that  progress  may  be  uniform. 

Houses  will  be  graded  according  to  their  condition  into 
five  classes  : — 

I.  Houses  which  are  fit  in  all  respects. 

II.  Houses  requiring  slight  repairs  etc. 

III.  Houses  requiring  structural  alteration. 

IV.  Houses  requiring  re-conditioning. 

V.  Houses  requiring  demolition  and  replacement. 

It  is  pointed  out  in  the  Report  that  the  first  step  for  Councils 
to  consider,  before  embarking  on  the  survey  which  will  be  a 
preliminary  to  any  housing  programme,  is  to  ensure  that 
they  have  an  adequate  staff.  It  will  be  recalled  that  during 
the  over-crowding  survey  in  1936  it  was  possible  for  Councils 
to  employ  unskilled  men  to  measure  up  rooms  etc.  but  a  survey 
such  as  the  one  out-lined  in  the  Report  under  consideration 
will  require  to  be  carried  out  by  persons  with  knowledge  of 
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building  construction  as  they  will  have  to  be  able  to  decide 
as  to  whether  a  house  can  be  repaired  and,  if  so,  what  work  will 
be  required.  The  difficulty  of  getting  such  men  to  carry  out 
this  survey  at  the  present  time  will  obviously  be  considerable 
if  indeed  it  is  found  to  be  possible  at  all  to  do  so. 


MILK  SUPPLIES. 

Efforts  have  been  made  in  three  of  the  districts  to  improve 
the  conditions  under  which  milk  is  produced.  Samples  have 
been  taken  and,  if  those  have  been  found  unsatisfactory, 
visits  have  been  paid  to  the  premises  concerned  and  advice 
on  better  methods  of  production  given.  In  the  Atcham  and 
Clun  areas  it  is  impossible  for  one  inspector  to  carry  out  this 
work  on  anything  like  a  complete  scale  as  (e.g.)  there  are  are 
in  the  former  area  about  800  producers  at  least.  Under  the 
new  Bill  now  before  Parliament  the  duties  of  local  authorities 
as  regards  supervision  of  milk  production  are  to  be  transferred 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  New  powers 
are  to  be  granted  —  e.g.  registration  of  premises  can  be  refused — 
and  no  doubt  adequate  staffs  will  be  provided,  so  that  this  work 
can  be  carried  out  more  thoroughly  than  it  has  been  possible 
to  do  it  hitherto. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

In  April,  (1944)  a  White  Paper  entitled — A  NATIONAL 
WATER  POLICY— was  presented  to  Parliament.  The 
Government’s  intentions  are  to  shape  a  national  water  policy 
which  will  ensure  a  planned  and  economical  use  of  the  country’s 
water  resources  and  efficient  administration  of  water  supply 
services. 

The  Minister  of  Health  is  to  be  given  the  statutory  duty 
of  promoting  the  provision  of  adequate  water  supplies  and  the 
conservation  of  water  resources. 

A  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Bill  is  at  present 
before  Parliament  (July,  1944)  in  which  it  is  proposed  to 
allocate  £15,000,000  for  England  and  Wales  in  respect  of  water 
supply  and  sewerage  schemes.  It  is  made  clear  in  the  Bill 
that  the  duty  of  local  authorities  is  to  secure  PIPED  supplies 
where  practicable,  and  to  provide  those  supplies  in  such  a 
way  that  the  pipes  are  brought  to  a  point  at  which  the  house 
owner  can  conveniently  connect  his  own  pipe  with  the  main. 
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It  is  estimated  that  about  30%  of  the  population  of  rural 
districts  in  England  and  Wales  are  not  served  by  a  piped  supply. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

A  total  of  52  new  cases  were  notified.  (33  pulmonary  and 
19  non-pulmonary).  The  figures  for  the  two  previous  years 
were — 1941,  49  cases.  1942,  56  cases. 

Deaths  from  all  forms  numbered  23.  This  gives  a  death-rate 
of  0.48  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  all  forms  of  the  disease 
as  compared  with  a  rate  of  0.66  per  1,000  for  England  &  Wales. 

The  Government’s  scheme  of  granting  allowances  for 
dependants  of  cases  under-going  treatment  in  a  Sanatorium 
came  into  operation  during  the  year.  Only  in  selected  cases 
is  this  help  given  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  near  future 
it  may  be  extended  to  all  cases  where  there  are  dependants 
as  undoubtedly  the  lack  of  proper  and  sufficient  food  is  one  of 
the  chief  causes  of  contacts  in  a  tubercular  house-hold  falling 
victims  to  the  disease. 

I  have,  so  far,  no  information  as  to  how  many  cases  in  the 
area  have  been  assisted. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  T.  GREGORY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


The  following  are  certain  general  statistics  relating  to  the 
five  districts  in  the  South  West  Salop  Area.  Figures  of 
population  are  not  given  at  the  present  time. 


Area. 

Atcham.  R.D. 


Area  in  acres 
Number  of  inhabited 
houses  —  at  31.12.43. 
Rateable  Value 
Product  of  Id.  rate 


134,465 

5,289 

£83,428 

£344-15-0 


Bishop’s  Castle. 

M.B. 


Area  in  acres  1,867 

Number  of  inhabited 
houses  —  at  31.12.43.  396 

Rateable  Value  £5,530 

Product  of  Id.  rate  £21-13-5 


Church  Stretton. 
U.D. 


Area  in  acres 
Number  of  inhabited 
houses  —  at  31.12.43. 
Rateable  Value 
Product  of  Id.  rate 


6,085 

684 

£20,143 

£81-0-0 


Clun.  R.D. 


Area  in  acres  132,512 

Number  of  inhabited 
houses  —  at  31.12.43.  2,871 

Rateable  Value  £24,213 

Product  of  Id.  rate  £106-15-7 


Wenlock.  M.B.  Area  in  acres  22,657 

Number  of  inhabited 
houses  —  at  31.12.43.  4,329 

Rateable  Value  £47,333 

Product  of  Id.  rate  (Est.)  £180 
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ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births — Legitimate  .... 

Illegitimate 

Total 


Total 

M. 

F. 

374 

211 

163 

36 

14 

22 

410 

225 

185 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  =  20.2 

Still  Births  .  12  8  4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  27.9 

Deaths  .  228  114  114 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  =  11.2 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths  live  &  still  births 
From  Puerperal  Sepsis  -  - 

From  other  puerperal  causes 

Total  Nil  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year. 


Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births  . 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  births 


Number  of 
deaths. 

8 

3 


Rate. 

21 

83 


All  Infants  per  1,000  total  births  .  11  27 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  40 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  2 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


0 


BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births -Legitimate  . 

10 

9 

10 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

2 

Total 

22 

10 

12 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  17.9 

Still  Births  .  1  -  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  =  43 

Deaths  .  25  11  14 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  20,3 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

Number  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths.  live  &  still  births 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis 
From  other  puerperal  causes 

Totals  Nil  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year. 


Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births  . 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  births 

All  Infants  per  1,000  total  births 


Number  of 
deaths.  Rate. 


Nil 


Nil 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  4 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  .  - 
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CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total 


Total 

M. 

F. 

34 

18 

16 

1 

1 

— 

35 

19 

16 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  =  13.0 

Still  Births  .  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  =  Nil 

Deaths  .  39  16  23 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  15.3 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

Number  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths.  live  &  still  births 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis 

From  other  puerperal  causes  - 

Totals  Nil  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year. 


Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births  . 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  births 

All  Infants  per  1 ,000  total  births 


Number  of 
deaths.  Rate. 

1  29 


1 


29 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  7 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total  M.  F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  .  176  87  89 

Illegitimate  19  8  11 

Total  .  195  95  100 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  20.3 
Still  Births  9  4  5 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  44 

Deaths  .  106  56  50 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  11.0 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis 
From  other  puerperal  causes 

Totals  Nil  Nil 


Number  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths.  live  &  still  births 

1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year. 


Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births  . 

Illeoitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  births 


Number  of 
deaths.  Rate. 


6  34 


1 


53 


All  Infants  per  1,000  total  births  .  7  36 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  15 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  agese  . 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . 


BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total  M.  F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  .  293  141  152 

Illegitimate  .  19  9  10 


Total  .  312  150  162 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  =  22.2 

Still  Births  .  12  6  6 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  —  18.6 

Deaths  .  189  94  95 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  =  13.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

Number  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths.  live  &  still  births 
From  Puerperal  Sepsis  1  3.08 

From  other  puerperal  causes  -  - 

Totals  1  3.08 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year. 


Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births  . 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  births 


Number  of 
deaths.  Rate. 


6  20 
2  105 


All  Infants  per  1,000  total  births  .  8  22 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  .  .  33 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  .  - 


SECTION  A. 

MOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  combined 
districts  was  974  and  this  represents  a  birth-rate  of  20.4  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  (England  &  Wales — 16.5). 


The  following  are  the  rates  for  the  separate  districts  : — 


Total 

District 

Births 

Birth-rate 

Atcham  R.D. 

.  410 

20.2 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B. 

22 

17.9 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

35 

13.0 

Clun  R.D . 

.  195 

20.3 

Wenlock  M.B . 

.  312 

22.2 

Still-births. 

These  numbered  34 

(Atcham— 12,  Bishop’s 

Castle — 1, 

Church  Stretton — nil,  Clun — 9  and  Wenlock — 12. 

)  and  this 

gives  a  rate  of  0.71  per  1,000  of  the  population.  (E.  &  W.=0.51) 

Deaths. 

A  total  of  587  deaths 

were  registered  giving  a 

death-rate 

of  12.3  per  1,000.  (E.  & 

W.  4  2.1).  The  following  are  the 

figures  for  each  area  : — 

Total 

Deaths 

Death-rate 

Atcham  R.D. 

.  228 

11.2 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B. 

25 

20.3 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

39 

15.3 

Clun  R.D . 

.  106 

11.0 

Wenlock  M.B . 

.  189 

13.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Only  one  death  from  causes  associated  with  child-birth 
was  recorded  (Wenlock  M.B.)  in  the  combined  districts  and  this 
gives  a  mortality  rate  of  0.99  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and 
still).  The  rate  for  the  country  generally  was  2.29. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population. 

The  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths 
by  387. 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  recorded  under  the  age  of 
one  year  was  27  which  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  Kate  of  28 
per  1,000  births.  As  the  corresponding  rate  for  the  whole 
country  was  49  per  1 ,000  births,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  rate, 
for  the  district  is  very  favourable  indeed. 


Area 

Total  No.  of 
Infant  Deaths 

Infantile 
Mortality  Rate 

Atcham.  R.D . 

11 

27 

Bishop’s  Castle.  M.B. 

— 

— 

Church  Stretton.  U.D. 

1 

29 

Clun.  R.D . 

7 

36 

Wenlock.  M.B . 

8 

22 

S.  W.  Salop 

27 

28 

As  regards  the  causes  of  these  infant  deaths  the  following 
figures  are  of  interest  : — 


Cause  of  Death  Number 

Prematurity,  Marasmus  .  .  1 1 

Broncho-pneumonia  .  9 

Congenital  Deformities  5 

Tubercular  Meningitis  1 

Prolonged  Labour  .  1 


27 

The  ages  at  death  were  as  follows  : — 

Total  Total 

Under  1— -7  1 — 4  under  1—3  3 — 6  6 — 9  9—12  under 

24  hrs.  days  weeks  4  wks.  mths.  mths.  mths.  mths.  1  year. 
9  6  3  18  3  2  3  1  27 


It  will  be  noticed  that  two  thirds  of  the  deaths  are  of 
infants  under  the  age  of  one  month  and  that  all  of  them,  except 
the  five  from  congenital  malformations,  can  be  classed  as 
preventable. 

No  deaths  took  place  from  infantile  diarrhoea  which  used 
to  be  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  infant  deaths  in  this  country. 
(In  1911  36  deaths  per  1,000  births  and  in  1914,  17  took  place 
in  England  and  Wales  from  this  cause  alone.) 


The  great  decrease  in  infant  mortality  which  has  been 
such  a  feature  of  the  present  century  has  been  due  to  the 
saving  of  infants  between  the  ages  of  one  and  twelve  months. 
The  NEO-NATAL  death-rate  (i.e.  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  month  old)  has  not  been  reduced  to  any  extent  at  all. 

If,  therefore,  we  are  to  reduce  the  loss  of  infant  lives 
still  further,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  can  be  done,  we  must 
concentrate  on  the  saving  of  these  infants  who  are  born  in  such 
a  weak  state  that  they  do  not  survive  for  more  than  a  few 
hours  or  days. 

In  this  connection  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  sent  a 
Circular — 20/44  of  22nd.  March,  1944 — to  all  Infant  Welfare 
Authorities  and  in  it  are  certain  recommendations  a  summary 
of  which  are  given  below  : — 

1.  If  the  weight  of  an  infant  at  birth  is  under  5|  lbs. 
this  should  be  entered  on  the  card  by  the  doctor  or  nurse 
notifying  the  birth  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

2.  The  mother  and  child  should  have  a  separate  bed-room 
to  themselves  if  this  is  possible. 

3.  Equipment  should  be  lent  by  the  Welfare  Authority 
to  the  mother  if  this  is  needed. 

4.  A  supply  of  expressed  human  milk  should  be  available. 

5.  The  services  of  a  paediatrician  should  be  available 
so  that  such  premature  infants  can  have  expert  attention. 

6.  Mid-wives  should  have  special  training  in  the  care 
of  premature  infants  and  should  give  special  attention 
to  them  in  their  practice. 

7.  The  Authority  should  consider  the  provision  of  home 
helps — i.e.  women  who  can  be  called  upon  to  go  to  help 
in  the  work  of  the  home  when  the  mother  is  unable  to 
carry  out  her  usual  duties. 

8.  As  certain  cases  will  require  hospital  treatment  the 
Circular  makes  recommendations  as  to  the  provision  and 
equipment  of  wards  for  the  treatment  of  such  cases, 
and  also  as  regards  the  training  of  suitable  staff. 
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9.  It  is  recommended  that  suitably  warmed  ambulances 
should  be  provided  for  the  transport  of  premature  infants 
to  hospital  and  that  these  should  be  staffed  by  a  nurse 
skilled  in  the  care  of  such  cases. 

10.  The  Minister  requests  that  the  Welfare  Authority 
will  take  these  recommendations  into  consideration 
and  take  such  action  as  is  practicable  to  give  effect  to 
them. 


SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA. 


Staffi 

There  are  no  changes  to  record,  the  Health  Staffs  of  the 
districts  remaining  as  in  the  previous  year.  In  their  third 
report  on  Rural  Housing  the  Sub-Committee  of  the  Central 
Housing  Advisory  Committee  state  that  they  are  satisfied 
that  there  is  need  for  an  increased  number  of  Sanitary  Inspectors 
in  Rural  Areas.  In  the  rural  districts  of  Atcham  and  Clun 
there  is,  in  each  case,  one  Sanitary  Inspector  and  in  view  of  the 
increased  amount  of  work,  as  regards  housing  in  particular, 
which  will  follow  the  war  period,  it  would  be  advisable  in  my 
opinion  for  both  these  Councils  to  seriously  consider  the  question 
of  appointing  an  additional  inspector.  The  area  of  each  district 
is  over  130,000  acres  which  means  that  travelling  takes  up  a 
considerable  amount  of  time  and  the  same  number  of  visits 
cannot  be  paid  as  in  a  more  compact  urban  district. 


The  population  and  number  of  houses  in  the  Clun  R.D. 
are  only  about  half  the  similar  figures  for  Atcham  R.D.  but  the 
Inspector  at  Clun  also  holds  the  post  of  Surveyor  which  means 
that  he  has  not  so  much  time  available  to  devote  to  his  duties 
as  Sanitary  Inspector. 


At  present  the  Inspectors  of  Atcham  and  Wenlock  Councils 
have  no  Clerk  in  their  departments  and  this  results  in  much  of 
their  time  being  taken  up  by  routine  office  work.  As  an 
Inspector  should  spend  as  much  of  his  time  as  possible  on  his 
district  the  Councils  concerned  should  consider  whether  it 
would  not  result  in  more  outside  work  being  done  in  these 
areas  if  a  Clerk  were  appointed  in  each  case. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Full  use  has  again  been  made  of  the  facilities  provided 
at  the  Donaldson  Hudson  Laboratory,  Royal  Salop  Infirmary, 
and  Dr.  A.  J.  Rhodes  and  his  Staff  have  been  most  helpful 
as  in  former  years. 
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Reports  on  223  specimens  submitted  for  examination  have 
been  received  and,  in  addition,  bacteriological  reports  have 
been  supplied  on  179  samples  of  water  from  the  districts  as 
follows  : — 


Atcham.  R.D,  .  .  .  52 

Bishop’s  Castle.  M.B.  .  .  32 

Church  Stretton.  U.D.  .  .  7 

Clun.  R.D .  .  .  .  60 

Wenlock.  M.B.  .  .  .  28 


The  Antigen  for  Diphtheria  immunization  is  supplied 
by  the  Government  Emergency  Laboratory  at  Hereford. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

These  remain  the  same  as  before  and  particulars  can  be 
found  in  my  report  for  1941,  page  12.  No  delay  has  been  ex¬ 
perienced  during  the  year  under  review  in  getting  patients 
to  hospital. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

This  is  carried  on  by  the  nurses  employed  by  the  various 
Nursing  Associations  throughout  the  areas.  The  Associations 
are  all  affiliated  to  the  Shropshire  Nursing  Federation  and  full 
details  of  the  work  carried  on  will  be  found  in  the  report  of 
the  Federation  for  1943. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

There  are  combined  School  Clinics  and  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  at  Bishop’s  Castle,  Church  Stretton  and  Ironbridge. 
As  pointed  out  in  my  report  last  year  there  is  no  Clinic  or 
Welfare  Centre  in  the  Atcham  Rural  District  and  this,  in  my 
opinion  is  a  serious  lack  as  there  is  in  the  area  a  child  population 
of  about  five  thousand.  The  Clinics  and  Centres  are  under  the 
control  of  the  County  Council,  who  are  the  School  Medical 
and  Infant  Welfare  Authority,  and  the  attendances  at  the 
existing  Centres  etc.  are  very  satisfactory  and  prove  what 
valuable  work  these  Centres  do. 

The  days  and  hours  of  meeting  are  as  follows  : — 

Bishop’s  Castle  1st.  &  3rd.  Friday  afternoons  each  month. 
Church  Stretton  1st.  &  3rd.  Thursday 
Ironbridge  Friday  afternoons — weekly. 
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Welfare  Attendances — 1943. 


Under  1  year  Aged  1-5  years  Expectant 

mothers 


New 

Cases 

Total 

attend¬ 

ances 

New 

Cases 

Total 

attend¬ 

ances 

New 

Cases 

Total 

attend 

ances 

Bishop’s  Castle 

23 

145 

27 

226 

11 

43 

Church  Stretton 

60 

339 

32 

352 

26 

90 

Ironbridge 

172 

2446 

19 

1309 

29 

63 

The  value  of  Welfare  Centres  as  centres  for  educating 
the  mothers  has  been  well  shown  by  the  very  good  work  which 
has  been  done  through  them  in  getting  parents  to  consent  to 
have  their  children  protected  against  Diphtheria. 


There  is  a  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  which  is  held  at 
1,  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  at  the  following  times  : — 

Males.  Females. 

Tues.  &  Fri.  6 — 8  p.m.  Mon.  &  Wed.  2 — 4  p.m. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

This  is  at  17,  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  and  cases  are  usually 
referred  to  the  dispensary  by  their  own  doctor.  Every  facility 
is  available  for  the  early  diagnosis  of  the  disease  and  suitable 
cases  are  admitted  to  the  Sanatorium  at  Shirlett  on  the  advice 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Officers. 

It  is  especially  necessary  that  contacts  of  cases — -i.e. 
persons  living  in  the  same  home — should  come  to  the  dispensary 
for  examination,  as  it  is  among  such  contacts  that  new  cases 
of  the  disease  are  frequently  found.  It  is  a  better  thing  to 
come  up  for  examination  and  be  told  that  one  is  free  from 
signs  of  the  disease  than  to  delay  attendance  until  it  is  too  late 
and  all  hope  of  a  cure  is  past. 

Therefore  if  a  case  of  Tuberculosis  is  diagnosed  in  a 
family  all  the  members  of  that  family  should  attend  the  dis¬ 
pensary  without  delay  so  that  they  can  be  examined  by  the 
specialists  in  this  disease  who  are  there  and  who  will  do  every¬ 
thing  possible  to  help  them.  To  delay  such  an  examination 
is  to  run  a  risk  which  no  contact  of  a  case  should  run. 


Hospitals. 

The  hospitals  serving  the  districts  were  enumerated  in 
my  report  for  1941.  There  have  been  no  changes. 

A  review  of  hospital  facilities  in  Rural  Districts  was 
undertaken  during  the  year  by  the  Nuffield  Provincial  Hospitals 
Trust.  In  February,  1944,  the  Government  White  Paper  on 
the  National  Health  Services  was  presented  and  in  it  was 
outlined  the  proposals  for  the  future  hospital  services  of  the 
countrn.  This  included  proposals  to  form  joint  Hospital 
Boards  to  serve  large  areas.  These  Boards  will  be  responsible 
for  all  hospital  services  in  their  respective  areas  and  facilities 
will  be  provided  for  the  treatment  of  every  kind  of  illness. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  matters  to  be  dealt  with  in  this  section  of  the  report 
include  Water  Supplies,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal,  Public 
Cleansing  and  other  schemes  which  are  of  importance  in  con¬ 
nection  with  environmental  hygiene. 

Although  large  schemes  are  at  present  held  up,  the 
Government  are  already  planning  for  post-war  development 
as  regards  water  supplies  in  Rural  Areas  and  also  Sewerage 
Schemes.  A  WHITE  PAPER  was  presented  to  Parliament 
in  April,  1944,  entitled  “  A  NATIONAL  WATER  POLICY  " 
and  deals  very  fully  with  the  whole  question  of  providing 
piped  supplies  in  rural  areas. 

Briefly,  the  object  of  the  Government's  proposals  is  the 
shaping  of  a  national  water  policy  which  will  ensure  a  planned 
and  economical  use  of  the  water  resources  of  the  country  and 
efficient  administration  of  water  supply  services. 

The  Minister  of  Health  is  to  be  given  the  statutory  duty 
of  promoting  the  provision  of  adequate  water  supplies  and  the 
conservation  of  water  resources.  Surveys  of  the  efficiency  of 
water  supply  services  are  to  be  carried  out  regularly  by  the 
expert  staff  of  the  Ministry. 

Powers  and  duties  of  local  authorities  are  to  be  retained. 
The  Minister  will  encourage,  and  if  necessary  enforce,  amal¬ 
gamations  of  water  undertakings  to  ensure  efficiency  and 
economy. 
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The  giving  of  bulk  supplies  by  one  undertaker  to  another 
is,  if  necessary,  to  be  enforced.  The  Bill  to  be  introduced  will 
abolish  special  expenses  for  water  and  sewerage,  so  that  costs 
will  fall  on  the  district  instead  of  the  parish. 

Grants  will  be  given  for  schemes  from  the  Exchequer  and 
the  Government  propose  to  provide  £15  million  in  England  and 
Wales  for  this  purpose. 

These  provisions  will,  it  is  hoped,  encourage  local 
authorities  to  go  ahead  with  schemes  for  supplying  piped 
water  supplies  in  rural  districts  and  already  some  authorities 
are  having  their  districts  surveyed  with  the  object  of  finding 
out  possible  sources  of  water  supplies.  As  the  Minister  of 
Health  will  almost  certainly  require  such  supplies  to  be  filtered 
and  chlorinated  before  approving  them  for  domestic  use,  the 
number  of  supplies  in  any  district  should  be  limited  to  as  few 
as  possible  as  the  supervision  of  a  large  number  of  small  supplies 
is  a  difficult  matter  and  to  be  avoided  if  possible. 

ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supplies. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Sockett,  Surveyor,  reports  that  the  West 
Atcham  and  Pimhill  supplies  have  proved  satisfactory  during 
the  year.  Frequent  analyses  show  that  the  waters  maintain 
a  high  degree  of  bacteriological  purity. 

The  Council  have  under  consideration  the  extension  of 
the  West  Atcham  Supply  to  Horsebridge  (population  101) 
where  there  has  been  considerable  shortage  and  water  has  had 
to  be  carried  a  distance.  It  is  hoped  that  this  scheme  will  be 
carried  out  soon. 

In  March,  1943  there  were  829  premises  taking  water 
from  conduits  of  the  Public  Supplies,  377  private  houses  had 
water  laid  on  and  a  further  172  premises  had  water  laid  on  for 
trade  purposes.  As  regards  the  percentage  of  houses  in  the 
whole  district  having  a  piped  supply  (either  from  conduits 
or  laid  on)  Mr.  Sockett  states  that  this  is  about  31%  as  far 
as  he  can  estimate,  and  that  this  included  houses  supplied 
by  private  estate  supplies,  some  of  which  are  not  very  satis¬ 
factory. 

The  Surveyor  has  also  (June,  1944)  presented  a  report 
on  the  question  of  water  supplies  in  the  whole  district  and  out¬ 
lined  the  sources  from  which  new  supplies  may  be  obtained 
so  that  all  parts  of  the  district  may  have  adequate  piped 
supplies  in  the  future.  In  the  report  also  are  mentioned 
the  suggested  requirements  for  sewage  disposal  plants  which 
will  become  necessary  if  piped  water  supplies  are  provided. 
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Apart  from  the  two  supplies  mentioned  the  district 
has  many  small  private  supplies  to  villages  and  groups  of 
houses  and  the  remainder  of  the  houses  are  supplied  from 
wells  and  springs.  During  the  year  a  large  number  of  samples 
were  taken  from  various  sources,  chiefly  when  some  complaint 
had  been  received  as  to  the  water. 

In  planning  for  supplies  to  cover  the  whole  area  it  would 
appear  to  be  best  to  limit  the  number  of  supplies,  as  the  super¬ 
vision  of  a  large  number  of  sources  is  very  difficult  to  carry  out 
efficiently.  As  with  milk  supplies  and  the  inspection  of  meat, 
the  fewer  centres  there  are  the  more  efficient  will  be  the  super¬ 
vision  and  this  applies  to  water  supplies  also. 

Sewers  and  Drains. 

There  have  been  no  extensions  of  sewers  during  the 
year  and  the  position  is  much  the  same  as  in  1942.  As  stated 
previously  the  Surveyor  has  dealt  with  some  of  the  aspects  of 
sewage  disposal  in  his  report  already  referred  to. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Collection  at  fortnightly  intervals  is  carried  out  as  before. 
During  the  year  112  tons  of  materials  have  been  salvaged 
with  a  value  of  £678. 

BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE. 

Water  Supply. 

The  town’s  water  supply  is  obtained  from  upland  gathering 
grounds  about  five  miles  from  the  town  and  is  brought  to 
the  filter  beds  at  THE  CABIN  situated  just  \  mile  above  the 
town.  Analysis  of  the  raw  water  shows  it  to  be  usually  of 
good  quality  though  after  heavy  floods  it  is  not  so  satisfactory 
owing  to  surface  washings  from  the  gathering  ground  being 
washed  into  it  by  the  rain. 

During  the  year  some  difficulties  have  arisen  at  the 
filter  beds  which  are  not  large  enough  in  area  to  deal  with  the 
amount  of  water  required  daily  in  the  town.  Water  has 
therefore  to  be  passed  through  the  beds  at  a  greater  rate  than 
is  consistent  with  adequate  filtration.  A  special  report  was 
submitted  to  the  Council  in  November,  1943,  by  the  Medical 
Officer,  dealing  with  this  matter  and  suggestions  were  made 
as  to  alternative  means  which  might  be  taken  to  secure  the 
purity  of  the  supply.  Probably  the  best  method  would  be 
to  introduce  chlorination  of  the  supply  and  this  matter  is  at 
present  being  considered  by  the  Council. 
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With  only  a  few  exceptions  all  the  houses  in  the  Borough 
are  connected  to  the  main  supply  and  the  supply  has  proved 
adequate  during  the  year.  In  addition  to  houses  in  the  town, 
8  houses  and  5  farms  outside  the  Borough  are  supplied  with 
water. 

Sewers  and  Drains. 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  there  have  been  no  extensions 
to  the  sewerage  system  during  the  year.  The  disposal  works 
have  functioned  in  a  satisfactory  manner  during  the  year. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

This  is  carried  out  by  contract  and  a  weekly  collection 
is  made  in  the  town.  The  refuse  is  tipped  at  the  Old  Quarry 
at  Moat  Hill  near  the  N.W.  boundary  of  the  town. 


CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Surveyor,  Mr.  E.  J.  Marsh,  has  supplied  the  following- 
particulars  dealing  with  the  water  sudply  and  these  are  given 
in  some  detail  this  year  so  that  they  may  be  available  for 
future  reference. 

The  undertakers  for  the  supply  of  water  within  the  district 
are  two  in  number,  namely,  the  Church  Stretton  Urban  District 
Council  and  the  All  Stretton  Waterworks  Co.,  Ltd. 

1.  The  Council’s  undertaking  comprises  two  separate 
gravitational  supplies  known  respectively  as  the  low  pressure 
system  and  the  high  pressure  system. 

a.  The  low  pressure  distribution  mains  are  fed  from  an 
impounding  reservoir  situated  in  Town  Brook  Valley  and 
having  a  capacity  of  230,000  gallons  and  a  top  water 
level  of  774.68  feet  above  O.D.  This  system  supplies 
the  older  and  lower  lying  portion  of  the  Church  Stretton 
Ward. 

b.  The  high  pressure  distribution  mains  are  fed  from  an 
impounding  reservoir  situated  in  New  Pool  Hollow  and 
having  a  capacity  of  9|  million  gallons  and  a  top  water 
level  of  980.20  feet  above  O.D. 

This  system  supplies  the  newer  and  higher  lying 
portion  of  the  Church  Stretton  Ward,  the  village  of  Little 
Stretton  within  the  Little  Stretton  Ward,  and  a  number 
of  houses  within  the  All  Stretton  Ward. 
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The  gathering  grounds  in  both  the  above  cases 
consist  of  uninhabited  and  uncultivated  moorland  grazed 
only  by  sheep  and  ponies. 

2.  The  undertaking  of  the  ALL  STRETTON  Water¬ 
works  Co.  furnishes  a  gravitational  supply  to  the  village  of 
All  Stretton,  within  the  All  Stretton  Ward,  from  an  impounding 
reservoir  situated  in  Batch  Valley,  and  having  a  capacity  of 
some  80,000  gallons.  The  gathering  grounds  in  this  case 
also  consist  of  uncultivated  moor-land  but  there  is  a  small¬ 
holding,  with  a  dwelling  house  and  one  cottage  above  the 
reservoir  intake. 


Sterilisation  of  Supplies. 

The  supply  of  water  from  New  Pool  LIollow  is  not  filtered 
but  sterilisation  by  the  chloramine  process  has  been  in  op¬ 
eration  since  February,  1941.  Weekly  tests  for  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  residual  chlorine  have  indicated  satisfactory 
operation  of  the  plant. 

The  supply  from  Town  Brook  Valley  has,  in  the  past, 
been  made  use  of  up  to  the  capacity  of  a  small  slow  sand  filter 
adjacent  to  the  reservoir  only,  the  balance  to  meet  the  daily 
demand  being  met  by  taking  sufficient  chlorinated  water  from 
the  high  pressure  (New  Pool  Hollow)  supply,  through  a  ball 
valve,  to  keep  the  clear  water  tank  constantly  full. 

Owing  to  the  increased  consumption  from  the  high 
pressure  system,  however,  it  has  been  found  that  the  taking 
of  this  balancing  water  so  seriously  decreases  the  pressure 
available  at  certain  of  the  higher  lying  buildings  as  to  render 
it  necessary  to  make  full  use  of  the  water  available  at  Town 
Brook  Hollow,  which,  except  during  a  very  dry  period,  is  in 
itself  sufficient  to  meet  all  demands  on  the  low  pressure  system. 

To  this  end,  negotiations  are  in  progress  for  the  purchase 
of  a  suitable  site  for  the  installation  and  housing  of  a  sterilizing 
plant  similar  to  the  one  in  use  at  New  Brook  Hollow. 


The  All  Stretton  Company  have  in  use  on  their  supply 
a  chlorinator  of  the  drip-feed  type  whereby  the  water  is  treated 
as  it  enters  the  reservoir  from  the  stream  and  through  a  flow- 
controlling  penstock. 
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Tests  for  residual  chlorine  made  from  time  to  time  have 
shown  that  the  plant  itself  is  generally  satisfactory,  but  it 
has  been  obvious  on  occasions  that  more  regular  attention  is 
desirable  and  that  the  plant  should  have  better  protection 
from  the  action  of  frost.  This  has  been  pointed  out  to  the 
Company  on  more  than  one  occasion  but  by  far  the  best  solution 
would  be  for  the  Council  to  take  this  supply  over  and  this 
matter  is  being  considered  at  the  present  time.  In  this  way 
uniformity  of  control  of  the  water  supply  would  be  attained. 

As  regards  the  sufficiency  of  supply,  no  shortage  was 
experienced  during  the  year,  although  the  rain-fall  was  below 
the  average.  During  the  period  24th.  July  to  18th.  September, 
the  water  level  at  New  Brook  Hollow  reservoir  was  below 
the  level  of  the  over-flow  cill  but  on  no  date  did  it  exceed 
2p  3l,  representing  approximately  one  ninth  of  the  total 
storage  capacity  of  9J  million  gallons. 

No  extensions  or  renewals  of  mains  were  carried  out  during 
the  year.  Regular  inspections  of  pipes  and  fittings  are  made 
in  order  to  detect  leaks  if  possible  and  2,372  such  inspections 
were  made  during  the  year  and  these  resulted  in  the  location 
and  elimination  of  waste  in  63  cases. 

Purity  of  Supplies. 

Samples  have  been  taken  quarterly  of  both  supplies  and 
in  each  case  a  sample  is  taken  of  the  raw  water  as  well  as  one 
of  the  chlorinated  water.  These  have  shown  that  both  supplies 
are  apt  to  vary  as  regards  their  purity  in  the  raw  state  but 
that  after  efficient  chlorination  they  conform  to  what  is  required 
for  a  water  to  be  used  for  domestic  purposes. 

In  June,  1943,  a  sample  from  the  All  Stretton  Supply 
was  found  to  have  a  presumptive  B.  coli  count  of  180  per  100  mis 
both  before  and  after  having  passed  through  the  filter  bed. 
The  attention  of  the  Company  was  called  to  this  and  the  next 
sample  taken  in  August  was  satisfactorn.  A  further  sample 
taken  in  January,  1944,  was  again  unsatisfactory  thus  indicating 
inefficient  chlorination.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised 
that  if  chlorination  is  to  be  relied  on  to  render  the  water  supply 
safe  it  must  be  carried  out  regularly  and  with  due  care  and 
attention.  Otherwise  it  only  gives  a  false  sense  of  security 
which  is  apt  to  have  very  serious  results. 


Percentage  of  Houses  on  Main  Supply. 

Out  of  684  houses  in  the  district  628  or  92%  are  connected 
to  the  water  mains.  Details  for  the  Wards  are  as  follows 
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Ward 


Total  number 
of  houses 


Number 
connected  to 
water  mains 


Church  Stretton 

489 

485 

All  Stretton 

137 

98 

Little  Stretton 

58 

45 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

No  extensions  to  existing  sewers  were  made  during  the 
year.  Improvements  to  the  drainage  systems  of  two  houses 
were  effected. 

As  regards  future  improvements  and  developments 
the  Council  have  had  under  consideration  post  war  schemes  for 
sewering  All  Stretton  and  Little  Stretton  and  for  modernising 
the  present  disposal  works  which  were  constructed  in  1905. 
Owing  to  surface  water  gaining  access  to  the  main  sewer  and 
thus  diluting  the  sewage  the  efficiency  of  the  present  works  has 
been  seriously  affected  and  the  question  of  relaying  the  sewer 
will  have  to  be  considered. 

The  present  works  consist  of  two  septic  tanks  with  a 
total  capacity  of  50,000  gallons,  four  contact  beds  with  an 
area  of  840  square  feet  and  a  depth  of  three  feet,  filled  with 
clinkers  ;  storm  water  filters  with  an  area  of  600  square  yards 
and  a  depth  of  three  feet,  and  five  acres  of  land  for  irrigation 
of  the  effluent.  The  population  for  which  the  works  were 
constructed  was  2,000  and  the  dry  weather  flow  was  estimated 
at  50,000  gallons. 

All  Stretton  has  at  present  no  disposal  works  at  all, 
and  a  separate  scheme  will  have  to  be  got  out  for  the  village, 
but  at  Little  Stretton  it  will  be  possible  to  connect  the  sewers 
to  the  main  Church  Stretton  sewer  when  this  is  re-constructed. 

A  total  of  475  out  of  489  houses  in  the  Church  Stretton 
Ward  are  connected  to  the  sewerage  system. 


Refuse  Disposal  and  Salvage. 

Refuse  is  deposited  at  a  site  adjacent  to  the  sewage  works 
and  the  tip  is  kept  in  good  order.  The  arrangement  with  the 
County  Council  for  dealing  with  rats  at  the  tip  has  been  con¬ 
tinued  and  this  has  proved  very  successful. 


26 


Some  economy  in  labour  and  petrol  has  been  effected 
by  collecting'  refuse  from  houses  with  gardens  only  once  a 
fortnight  instead  of  weekly  as  was  the  former  practice.  Houses 
with  no  gardens  or  very  small  ones  are  still  visited  weekly. 

A  total  of  22  tons  13  cwts  of  salvage  has  been  collected 
during  the  year. 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. 

During  the  year  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  from  the  following  supplies.  Under  certain 
weather  conditions  an  unsatisfactory  report  may  be  got  from 
a  supply  which  normally  gives  a  good  result. 


Satisfactory. 
Brocton  &  Worthen. 
Bucknell 
Bromlow. 

Clun. 

Clunton. 


Clunbury. 
Clungunford. 
Kempton. 
Chirbury. 
Lydbury  North. 


Unsatisfactory. 

Aston-on-Clun. 

Newcastle. 

Mart  on. 

Walkmill. 

Eyton. 

Edgton. 


In  the  month  of  September  unsatisfactory  samples  were 
obtained  in  addition  from  : — Chirbury,  Lydbury  North, 
Clunton  and  Bucknell  supplies.  With  such  a  number  of  small 
supplies  it  is  almost  an  impossibility  to  safeguard  all  the 
gathering  grounds  and  otherwise  ensure  the  absolute  purity 
of  the  water  in  every  case  and  under  all  circumstances.  Under 
the  Government’s  new  scheme  for  rural  water  supplies  it  is 
probable  that  larger  supplies  will  be  the  rule  and  that  filtration 
and  chlorination  will  be  required  before  a  supply  is  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

It  would  appear  that  a  survey  of  the  whole  district  as 
regards  water  resources  will  be  the  first  step  necessary  if  the 
comprehensive  schemes  outlined  in  the  Government  White 
Paper  are  to  be  carried  out. 

At  present  it  would  seem  that  only  about  30%  of  the 
houses  in  the  area  are  on  a  piped  supply  and  perhaps  50% 
of  the  population  live  in  these  houses. 

Repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  the  well  at  Walkmill 
but  it  is  not  yet  satisfactory.  At  Edgton  a  new  cover  is  to  be 
fitted  to  the  well  and  repairs  were  advised  to  the  reservoir 
at  Newcastle. 
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The  Marton  supply  has  been  continuously  unsatisfactory 
for  two  years  and  the  well  at  Aston-on-Clun  is  unprotected 
and  liable  to  be  polluted  at  any  time.  The  supply  to  Hopesay 
School  which  was  reported  on  in  my  1942  Report  is  not  now  used 
for  drinking  without  being  boiled.  The  new  cottages  at 
Eyton  are  supplied  from  springs  on  the  high  ground  above  the 
farm.  Two  unsatisfactory  reports  were  obtained  on  the  water 
from  this  source  in  June,  1943,  but  a  later  report  was  more 
satisfactory. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

No  new  sewers  have  been  constructed  but  the  Council 
took  over  a  road-side  ditch  at  Lydbury  North  and  declared 
it  a  sewer  in  order  that  the  waste  water  from  the  Council 
Houses  might  be  brought  into  it.  The  ditch  or  drain  discharges 
into  a  brook  which  runs  past  the  village.  Sooner  or  later 
some  form  of  sewage  disposal  works  will  have  to  be  constructed 
in  this  and  other  villages  and  more  especially  will  this  be 
required  if  more  houses  are  to  have  water  laid  on  in  the  future. 
A  village  of  300  or  more  inhabitants  requires  some  sort  of 
sewage  disposal  works  if  nuisances  are  to  be  avoided. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Refuse  is  collected  only  at  Clun  and  in  the  part  of  Knighton 
which  is  in  the  area.  At  Clun  there  are  about  200  houses  and 
a  collection  is  made  on  two  half  days  in  the  week.  At  Knighton 
a  weekly  collection  is  made  from  26  houses.  Elsewhere  in 
the  district  there  is  no  collection  but  the  Council  have  had 
the  matter  under  consideration  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  collection 
throughout  most  of  the  district  by  motor  lorry  will  be  possible. 

BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK. 


Water  Supply. 

Ar  Much  Wenlock  the  supply  is  from  the  springs  at 
Station  Road  and  the  Abbey  Fields.  The  supply  has  proved 
adequate  during  the  year  and  reports  on  the  quarterly  samples 
taken  have  been  satisfactory.  The  capacity  of  the  pumps 
supplying  the  mains  are  as  follows  : — 1.  Station  Road  Pumps — 
5,000  gallons  per  hour.  2.  Abbey  Parks  Pumps — 2,580 
gallons  per  hour. 

The  capacity  of  the  reservoir  at  Much  Wenlock  is  108,000 
gallons  and  the  daily  consumption  averages  30,500  gallons. 

Out  of  a  total  of  642  houses  it  is  estimated  that  424  have 
either  a  piped  supply  laid  on  or  that  water  from  a  piped  supply 
can  be  obtained  from  a  stand-pipe.  This  leaves  218  houses 
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which  have  to  get  water  from  other  sources.  The  Much 
Wenlock  s  pplies  are  not  chlorinated  but  samples  show  the 
water  to  be  suitable  for  domestic  use. 

The  Harrington  Joint  Water  Scheme  supplies  the  Madeley 
and  Broseley  Wards  and  has  also  proved  adequate.  The 
water  is  chlorinated  and  samples  taken  show  that  the  water 
is  suitable  for  domestic  purposes.  The  work  at  the  new 
Beckbury  station  is  proceeding  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  water 
of  good  quality  has  been  obtained. 

The  Inspector  (Mr.  C.  J.  Thomas)  estimates  that  90% 
of  the  houses  in  the  Borough  have  either  a  main  piped  supply 
laid  on  or  are  within  reach  of  stand-pipes.  The  houses  which 
have  not  a  piped  supply  are  those  in  the  rural  districts  of  the 
Borough. 

The  shpplies  at  Little  Wenlock  and  at  Homer  have 
also  proved  adequate.  Samples  from  the  two  wells  at  Homer 
were  unsatisfactor}^  on  two  occasions  but  they  are  not  seriously 
polluted.  As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  the  water  at 
Callaughton  Spout  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  re¬ 
commendations  were  made  as  to  work  which  should  be  done  to 
improve  the  supply  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting 
materials  this  has  not  yet  been  carried  out. 

The  Inspector  states  that  new  services  have  been  made 
to  properties  during  the  year — i.e.  houses  connected  to  the 
mains.  The  conversion  of  the  7l  main  for  distribution  services 
is  in  progress,  together  with  a  booster  station  at  Hill  Top, 
Benthall,  and  another  at  Wrekin  View  in  the  Madeley  Ward. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Samples  of  sewage  effluent  were  taken  in  the  autumn 
months  from  the  works  at  Much  Wenlock,  Madeley,  Iron- 
bridge  and  Broseley  and  these  were  all  found  to  conform  to 
the  standards  laid  down  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage 
Disposal.  Twelve  privies  were  converted  to  water-closets 
during  the  year. 

Refuse  Disposal,  etc. 

The  arrangements  continue  as  before  for  the  removal 
of  night-soil  and  house  refuse  weekly  in  the  Madeley  Ward  and 
of  house  refuse  in  the  Broseley  Ward  and  the  town  of  Much 
Wenlock. 

No  cases  of  smoke  nuisance  or  stream  pollution  were 
brought  to  the  inspector’s  notice  during  the  year. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

The  Government  have  issued  a  report  on  RURAL 
HOUSING  (1944)  in  which  it  is  recommended  that  the  first 
step  necessary  is  to  have  a  survey  made  of  all  houses  in  rural 
districts  in  order  that  they  may  be  classified  according  to  their 
condition. 

Until  this  is  carried  out  it  is  manifestly  impossible  to 
estimate  the  number  of  houses  falling  into  the  various  categories 
i.e.  requiring  minor  repairs,  re-conditioning  or  being  so  unfit 
as  to  be  beyond  repair.  It  is  also  recommended  that  national 
standards  should  be  defined  so  that  uniformity  may  be  obtained 
throughout  the  country. 

The  report  also  stresses  the  need  for  a  local  authority 
to  consider  the  adequacy  of  their  staff  before  embarking  on  a 
long  term  housing  programme.  The  writers  are  satisfied 
that  there  is  need  for  an  increased  number  of  Sanitary  Inspectors 
in  Rural  Districts. 

The  recommendation  is  also  made  that  Rural  District 
Councils  should  ensure  that  there  are  on  their  Housing  Com¬ 
mittees  women  qualified  to  speak  from  the  point  of  view  of 
working  house-wives. 

The  formation  of  Joint  County  Committees  on  Rural 
Housing  also  advised  and  County  Councils  are  asked  to  co¬ 
operate  with  Rural  District  Councils  on  terms  of  partnership 
and  if  necessary  to  assist  them  financially  in  their  housing 
programmes. 

ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

In  this  district  there  are  approximately  5,294  houses 
of  which  217  are  owned  by  the  Council,  this  being  4%.  The 
Surveyor  (Mr.  J.  R.  Sockett)  estimates  that  31%  of  all  the 
houses  have  either  piped  supplies  laid  on  or  can  get  water  from 
a  conduit.  There  is  therefore  a  great  need  for  more  piped 
supplies  and  as  already  mentioned  plans  are  being  got  out  for 
the  whole  district. 

With  the  exception  of  the  village  of  Pontesbury  no  other 
place  in  the  district  has  a  sewage  disposal  plant  and  once 
water  supplies  are  installed  many  villages  will  have  to  be 
provided  with  proper  sewage  disposal  works.  The  Surveyor 
mentions  Bayston  Hill,  Minsterley,  Cross  Houses,  Ford, 
Condover,  Bomere  Heath,  Hanwood,  Montford  Bridge,  Cressage, 
Longden  etc.  etc.  as  places  where  such  works  will  be  required. 
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The  majority  of  the  smaller  houses  are  of  the  cottage 
type  with  a  kitchen,  two  bed-rooms  and  in  some  cases  a  living 
room  as  well. 


Water  is  got  from  a  well  as  a  rule  and  there  is  no  indoor 
sanitation.  Rooms  are  usually  small  and  window  space  de¬ 
ficient  and  there  is  very  oiten  evidence  of  dampness  in  the  walls. 
Electricity  is  not  often  available  and  bath-rooms  are  of  course 
very  rare  as  all  the  water  has  to  be  phmped  or  carried  from  a 
well  or  stand-pipe.  On  the  other  hand  and  in  spite  of  the 
absence  of  so  many  of  the  conveniences  of  modern  life — the 
health  of  the  district  compares  very  favourably  indeed  with 
that  of  towns  where  housing  is  more  modern  in  every  way. 


In  view  of  the  low  rent  charged  for  many  of  these  cottages 
it  is  hardly  reasonable  to  expect  the  owners  to  spend  much 
money  in  fitting  them  with  modern  conveniences.  It  seems 
probable  therefore,  that  until  rents  in  the  country  districts 
approach  those  of  the  towns  we  shall  not  see  such  a  high  standard 
of  housing  in  the  country  as  in  towns.  The  rents  of  the  new 
cottages  for  agricultural  workers  are  already  much  higher  than 
most  of  the  older  cottages— e.g.  8/6  plus  rates  instead  of  3/- 
or  4/-. 


It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  as  a  first  step  in 
post-war  planning  for  a  long  term  housing  policy  a  survey  of 
all  houses  is  required  and,  although  some  information  exists 
as  regards  the  houses  in  the  area,  this  will  have  to  be  brought 
up  to  date  and  suitably  arranged  so  that  the  problem  may  be 
accurately  presented  as  a  whole.  Estimation  of  over-crowding 
cannot  be  done  at  present  as  conditions  are  abnormal  and  a 
true  picture  of  the  position  would  not  be  obtained  even  if  it 
were  possible  to  conduct  a  survey  into  this  matter. 


Agrieultutal  Cottages. 

Of  the  sixteen  cottages  to  be  built  for  agricultural  workers, 
8  are  nearing  completion  and  the  remainder  are  also  being- 
proceeded  with  as  quickly  as  is  possible. 


The  following  notes  on  them  are  supplied  by  the 
Surveyor  : — 
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Number 

Water 

Sewerage 

Electricity 

SITE 

of  houses 

supply 

&  drains 

available 

Westbury 

4 

Well 

Sullage  to 

Yes 

cess-pit 

Wollaston 

2 

Well 

y  y 

Yes 

Lea  Cross 

2 

Main 

W.C.  &  waste 

Yes 

to  cess-pit 

Bomere  Heath 

2 

Main 

y  y 

Yes 

Cardington 

2 

Well 

Sullage  to 

No 

cess-pit 

Astley 

2 

Well 

Sullage  to 

No 

cess-pit 

Buildwas 

2 

Piped 

W.C.  &  waste 

Yes 

supply 

to  cess-pit 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  particulars  that  of  the 
16  cottages  6  have  a  piped  supply  of  water  laid  on  and  the 
rest  depend  on  wells  for  water.  Twelve  of  the  sixteen  have 
electricity. 


Post  War  Housing. 

As  mentioned  in  last  years  report  the  Council  have 
provisionally  planned  to  build  100  houses  in  the  first  post-war 
year  that  labour  and(material  are  available.  In  the  selection 
of  the  sites  the  Council  have  had  in  mind  the  question  of 
availability  of  piped  water  supplies  and  also  sewage  disposal. 
The  following  are  the  areas  in  which  the  proposed  sites  are 
situated  together  with  the  number  of  houses  it  is  proposed 
to  build  at  each. 


Area. 


Number  of 
houses 


Number  of 
Area.  houses 


Bomere  Heath 

10 

Ford 

18 

Montford  Bridge 

10 

Eongden 

6 

Pontesbury 

14 

Cressage 

4 

Condover 

10 

Leebotwood 

9 

j-J 

Cross  Houses 

16 

Hanwood 

10 

Agriculture  will  continue  no  doubt  to  be  the  chief  industry 
of  this  area  and  therefore  future  housing  needs  should  be 
planned  to  suit  workers  in  this  important  section  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 
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The  Government  have  stressed  the  importance  of  such 
matters  as  water  supplies,  electricity,  proximity  to  schools 
etc.  etc.  and  these  can  best  be  obtained  by  building  houses  in 
villages  where  such  amenities  exist  or  can  be  planned  for. 
On  the  other  hand  it  is  almost  essential  for  some  farm  workers 
at  least  to  be  near  their  work  e.g.  stock-men.  The  whole 
question  therefore  is  a  most  difficult  one  and  calls  for  a  great 
deal  of  planning  if  a  proper  solution  is  to  be  found. 

BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE. 

The  total  number  of  houses  is  396  and  the  number  of 
Council  Houses  is  48  or  12%  of  the  total.  The  Surveyor 
reports  that  328  houses  have  the  water  laid  on  from  the  mains 
and  another  fifty  get  the  piped  supply  from  stand-pipes. 
This  equals  87%  of  the  total  number. 

Post  War  Housing. 

The  Council  have  decided  to  build  12-18  houses  on  a 
site  at  Kerry  Green  and  this  has  been  approved  subject  to  a 
satisfactory  lay-out.  Water  and  sewerage  will  be  available. 

CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

In  this  area  there  are  684  houses  according  to  the  rate¬ 
books  and  of  these  54  or  8%  are  Council  Houses.  Most  of 
the  houses  are  on  one  or  other  of  the  main  water  supplies  but 
there  are  a  few  out-lying  houses  which  have  their  own  supply 
from  wells  or  springs.  Sewerage  is  available  except  in  the  All 
Stretton  Ward  and  Little  Stretton,  but  the  Council  are  planning 
to  have  post-war  sewerage  schemes  for  both  these  Wards. 

There  is  a  good  demand  for  houses  of  all  sizes  and  there 
is  a  considerable  waiting  list  for  Council  Houses  at  present. 

The  Surveyor,  Mr.  E.  J.  Marsh,  reports  that  52  inspections 
were  made  during  the  year  and  two  houses  were  found  to  be 
unfit  but  were  rendered  fit  by  the  owners.  No  new  houses 
were  built  during  the  year.  One  application  for  a  Certificate 
of  Essentiality  was  received  but  was  not  entertained  on  the 
grounds  that  the  sum  proposed  to  be  expended  exceeded  the 
permissible  limit  and  that  the  works  proposed  to  be  carried 
out  at  the  present  time  were  not  essential  either  to  avoid 
danger  to  health  or  to  avoid  grave  deterioration  to  the  property. 

Post  War  Planning. 

The  Council  propose  to  build  12  houses  on  a  site 
in  Lutwyche  Road  where  all  services  are  available.  This 
will  be  the  first  instalment  of  post-war  building. 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

In  this  rural  district  there  are  2,871  houses  and  of  these 
73  are  Council  Houses.  In  addition  to  these  there  are  8  cottages 
for  agricultural  workers  which  are  in  course  of  erection. 
Probably  30%  of  the  houses  have  a  piped  water  supply  and  the 
remainder  get  water  from  wells  and  springs.  The  houses  are 
chiefly  of  the  cottage  type  with  two  bed-rooms  and  a  kitchen 
and  scullery.  Out-side  sanitation  is  the  rule  except  in  a 
minority  of  houses  which  have  a  water-borne  sewerage  system. 

As  in  other  rural  districts  it  is  not  possible  to  have  the 
more  modern  amenities  when  it  is  considered  that  the  rents 
charged  for  many  of  these  cottages  are  only  3/-  or  4/-  a  week. 
If  piped  water  supplies,  indoor  sanitation  and  electricity  are 
to  be  provided  then  it  is  obvious  that  rents  will  have  to  be 
higher  and  this  naturally  leads  to  the  question  of  how  much 
an  agricultural  worker  can  afford  for  rent,  this  of  course  de¬ 
pending  on  his  wage. 

During  the  last  five  years  many  of  these  cottages  must 
have  deteriorated  considerably  as  few  repairs  have  been  carried 
out,  and  when  a  comprehensive  survey  is  possible  there  is  no 
doubt  that  many  of  them  will  be  found  to  be  beyond  repair. 

Cottages  for  Agricultural  Workers. 

Eight  of  these  have  been  built — four  at  Eyton  and 
four  at  Brocton.  They  are  of  the  parlour  type  and  have 
water  laid  on,  bath-rooms  and  indoor  sanitation,  and  there  are 
three  bed-rooms.  The  houses  at  Brocton  have  electricity  and 
have  water  from  the  Brocton  and  Worthen  supply.  The  rent 
is  10/3  (inclusive)  At  Eyton  the  water  supply  is  from  a  spring 
or  springs  situated  on  high  ground  above  the  cottages.  There 
is  no  electricity  and  the  rents  are  9/3  inclusive  of  rates. 

Post  War  Housing  Programme. 

The  Council  had  a  scheme  before  the  war  for  the  building 
of  222  houses  in  various  parishes  throughout  the  district  and 
in  some  cases  sites  were  available.  It  has  been  decided  as 
a  first  year  post  war  programme  to  build  56  houses  as  follows  : — 


District 

Number  of 
Houses 

District 

Number  of 
Houses 

Clunbury 

4 

Aston-on-Clun 

6 

Clungunford 

4 

Bucknell 

4 

Newcastle 

2 

Clun 

2 

Brocton  (Worthen) 

2 

Marton 

4 

Gwarthlow  (Brompton)  2 

Lydbury  North 

4 

Linley  (More) 

4 

Bent  Lont 

4 

Snailbeach 

6 

Llanvairwaterdine  2 

Bettys  y  Cryn 

2 

Chirbury 

4 
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The  above  gives  a  total  of  fifty-six  houses  and  in  most 
cases  the  sites  have  been  provisionally  selected  and  the  approval 
of  the  Ministry  obtained.  In  selecting  sites  the  question  of 
availability  of  a  good  water  supply  has  been  considered. 

Although  the  above  is  the  Council’s  programme  for  the 
hrst  post  war  year,  the  building  of  these  houses  will  of  course 
be  dependant  on  the  availability  of  labour  and  material,  and 
as  the  hrst  call  on  these  will  probably  be  given  to  areas  which 
have  suffered  most  it  may  be  some  time  before  building  in  this 
district  will  actually  commence.  Nevertheless,  it  is  of 
importance  that  the  programme  should  be  ready  so  that  any 
undue  delay  in  commencing  the  programme  may  be  avoided. 

BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK. 

Post  War  Planning. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Town  Clerk  (Mr.  F.  W.  Derry)  for 
the  following  facts  regarding  the  proposals  of  the  four  Sanitary 
Committees  of  the  Borough. 

The  hrst  year’s  building  programmes  are  as  follows  : — 


Number  of 


District. 

Houses 

Site 

Remarks 

Madeley 

100 

O.S.  Nos. 

716  &  717 
(22  houses) 

Approved  by 
Ministry  of  Health. 
Further  sites  being 
examined. 

Wenlock 

35 

Hodge  Croft 
Field 

Approved  by 
Ministry  of  Health. 

Broseley 

50 

Birch  Meadow 
Site. 

(25  houses) 

Approved. 

O.S.  Nos. 

345  &  325 
(New  Rd.) 

Negotiations  in 

progress  for  pur¬ 
chase. 

Barrow 

15 

No  site  yet 
secured. 

- - — 

Water  supplies  and 

sewage  disposal 

are  available  at  all 

the  sites  selected.  The  erection  of  those  200  houses  would 
bring  the  total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  local  authority 
to  718  or  roughly  one  sixth  of  all  the  houses  in  the  district. 
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The  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  four  sanitary 
districts  of  the  Borough  is  4,329,  the  figures  for  the  separate 
districts  being  as  follows  : — 


Madeley 

Broseley 


2,156 

1,126 

642 

405 


Much  Wenlock 
Barrow 


Of  the  total  number  518  or  12%  are  owned  by  the  Council. 
The  types  of  house  are  varied  as  the  district  includes  both 
urban  and  rural  parts.  Some  houses  are  very  old  and  if  a 
survey  were  made  a  great  many  of  these  older  ones  would  be 
found  to  be  past  repair.  The  district  is,  on  the  whole,  well 
served  by  water  supplies  and  there  are  sewerage  schemes  at 
Much  Wenlock,  Madeley,  Broseley  and  Ironbridge. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Thomas,  the  Inspector,  reports  that,  out  of 
105  houses  found  to  be  defective  in  one  way  or  another,  94 
have  been  repaired  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Three  houses 
were  reported  to  be  infested  with  vermin  and  were  dis-infested. 
In  48  cases  new  drains  were  constructed  and  in  15  cases  new 
closets  were  installed.  Twelve  conversions  from  privies  to 
W.C.s  took  place. 

Over-crowding  is  still  met  with  and  several  new  cases 
have  arisen  during  the  year.  It  is  difficult  for  the  Council 
to  deal  with  such  cases  at  present  as  no  new  building  is  taking 
place. 

As  regards  essential  repairs  a  start  has  been  made  in 
several  cases  to  have  such  repairs  carried  out. 

Agricultural  Cottages. 

Under  the  Government's  scheme  four  of  these  have  been 
erected  at  Bourton.  A  good  site  was  obtained  and  the  houses 
have  electricity  and  water  is  laid  on  from  the  Bourton  Manor 
Estate  Supply.  There  is  a  large  kitchen  with  a  modern  range. 
The  bath-room  (with  W.C.)  is  down-stairs  and  there  is  a  pantry 
and  two  other  cupboards  also,  a  wash-house  with  boiler,  a 
coal  house  and  two  store  rooms.  Upstairs  there  are  two 
good  sized  bed  rooms  with  built  in  ward-robes  and  a  small 
bedroom.  There  is  also  a  W.C.  upstairs.  Drainage  is  to  a 
septic  tank  and  the  overflow  is  into  a  stream.  The  houses 
are  all  tenanted  and  the  rent  is  8/6  plus  rates.  There  is  a  good 
sized  garden  for  each  house  and  these  are  well  laid  out  with 
flagged  paths. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  inspection  of  meat  has  now  been  centralized  at 
Shrewsbury  and  Craven  Arms  for  four  years  and  therefore 
there  has  been  no  routine  inspection  at  the  locaf  slaughter¬ 
houses. 

The  Inspectors  have  had  to  examine  tinned  foods  from 
time  to  time  and  considerable  quantities  have  been  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  food.  In  many  cases  this  has  been  due 
to  damage  to  containers  in  transit.  Among  these  foods  dealt 
with  have  been — dried  milk,  pork,  vegetables,  fruits,  jams, 
fish,  and  also  bacon,  cheese  and  flour,  etc.,  etc. 

Milk. 


The  Government  presented  a  WHITE  PAPER  entitled 
“  Measures  to  Improve  the  Quality  of  the  Nations 
Milk  Supply  ”  in  July,  1943,  out-lining  the  proposed  legi¬ 
slation  with  regard  to  the  safe-guarding  of  the  milk  supply. 

Para.  14  states  that  the  Government  intend  to  transfer 
the  functions  of  the  local  authorities  as  regards  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  conditions  under  which  milk  is  produced  on 
farms — to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  The  local  authorities 
will  ratain  their  responsibility  for  the  protection  of  milk  against 
infection  in  milk  depots  and  in  course  of  transit  and  delivery. 
It  would  appear  that  this  new  policy  will  entail  a  considerable 
degree  of  co-operation  between  health  officials  and  the  officials 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  only  time  can  prove  whether 
this  new  scheme  will  be  successful  or  not.  The  Minister  of 
Agriculture  certainly  will  have  more  power  in  his  control  of 
milk  production  than  the  local  authorities  have  had,  as  he 
is  to  have  the  power  to  refuse  registration  to  any  applicant 
whose  premises  etc.  do  not  come  up  to  a  certain  standard. 

Para.  26  deals  with  the  Government's  proposals  as  to 
the  quality  of  milk  as  it  reaches  the  consumer.  The  Minister 
of  Food  will  be  empowered  to  make  it  an  offence,  in  any  area 
he  may  schedule,  to  sell  milk  other  than  : — 

a.  Heat  treated  milk  as  defined  by  Order. 

b.  Tuberculin  tested  milk. 

c.  Accredited  milk  from  a  single  accredited  herd. 
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No  area  will  be  scheduled  unless  the  Minister  is  satisfied 
that  adequate  plant  is  available  for  heat-treating  the  whole 
of  the  milk  sold  in  the  area  except  such  milk  as  is  mentioned 
in  b.  and  c.  above. 

Briefly  then,  the  policy  of  the  Government  is  as  follows  : — 

All  possible  steps  will  be  taken  to  improve  the  quality 
of  the  milk  as  it  leaves  the  farm.  To  this  end  the  health  of 
the  animals  in  all  dairy  herds  will  be  brought  under  State 
supervision,  special  attention  being  paid  to  those  herds  the 
milk  from  which  is  not  heat-treated  before  sale  to  the  consumer  ; 
the  production  and  consumption  of  T.T.  milk  will  be  further 
encouraged.  Concurrently  with  these  measures,  arrangements 
will  be  made  to  subject  to  heat  treatment  as  high  a  proportion 
of  milk,  other  than  T.T.  and  some  Accredited  milk,  as  is 
practicable.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  provide  all  schools 
with  heat-treated  milk,  T.T.  milk  or  milk  exclusively  from 
single  Accredited  herds. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  producers  in 
each  area  and  the  visits  paid  by  the  Inspectors  and  defects 
notified. 


Area, 

Producers  on 
Register. 

Registered 

Dairies. 

Registered 

Milk-shops. 

Inspections 

made. 

Defects  found. 

Prelim,  notices 
served. 

Prelim,  notices 
complied  with. 

T.T.  Certified 
sellers. 

T.T.  sellers. 

Pasteurized  sellers. 

Accredited  sellers. 

Atcham  R.D. 

759 

751 

Nil 

403 

67 

43 

39 

— 

26 

70 

Bishop's  Castle.  M.B. 

15 

— 

— 

32 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

9 

10 

1 

30 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Clun.  R.D. 

145 

139 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

7 

Wenlock.  M.B. 

80 

1 

— 

76 

44 

44 

44 

— 

2 

1 

16 

Totals 

1008 

901 

1 

541 

116 

90 

83 

1 

33 

1 

96 

It  will  be  seen  trom  the  above  table  that  the  number  of 
producers  in  the  two  rural  districts — (Atcham  and  Clun) — are 
so  numerous  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  the  Inspectors,  who 
are  single  handed,  to  take  samples  at  all  the  farms.  If  the 
cleanliness  of  the  milk  produced  is  to  be  properly  supervised 
samples  would  have  to  be  taken  from  all  the  milk  supplies  at 
least  once  a  quarter  and  much  oftener  if  samples  were  found  to 
be  unsatisfactory.  It  is  true  that  those  producers  who  send 
milk  to  depots  have  samples  taken  at  the  depots  twice  a  month 
and  these  are  submitted  to  a  test  for  keeping  quality. 

However,  in  the  country  areas  there  are  numbers  of  pro¬ 
ducers  whose  milk  is  retailed  directly  and  such  supplies  would 
not  be  tested  at  all  if  it  were  not  done  by  the  Inspectors  of  the 
local  authority.  Even  although  under  the  new  Act  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  examining  production  methods  etc.  is  laid  on 
the  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  it  will  still  remain 
the  duty  of  the  local  health  department  to  see  that  milk  reaches 
the  consumers  in  a  clean  and  safe  condition. 

During  the  last  year  sampling  of  milk  has  been  undertaken 
at  Church  Stretton,  Bishop’s  Castle,  Much  Wenlock,  Broseley 
and  Madeley.  As  there  is  no  legal  standard  for  raw  milk  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test  has  been  used  for  these  samples.  If 
a  sample  failed  to  pass  this  test  a  visit  has  been  paid  to  the 
place  of  production  and  advice  given  as  to  improved  methods 
of  production.  It  has  been  found  that  proper  cooling  of  the 
milk  and  sterilization  of  milking  utensils  has,  in  nearly  every 
case,  resulted  in  the  passing  of  the  test  by  the  samples  sub¬ 
sequently  taken. 

For  cooling,  of  course,  an  adequate  water  shpply  is 
necessary  and  the  provision  of  a  sterilizer  also  means  that  a 
quantity  of  water  must  be  used  in  it.  In  all  too  many  cases 
it  has  been  found  that  the  boiler  used  for  the  family  washing 
etc.  is  the  only  one  available  for  sterilizing  the  milk  pails  etc. 

This  should  not  be  and  it  must  be  insisted  on  that  a  proper 
sterilizer  should  be  provided  and  also  a  cooler. 

SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  in  each  area  during  the  year  ending  31st.  Dec¬ 
ember,  1943,  together  with  the  numbers  sent  to  an  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  and  also  the  deaths  from  each  disease. 
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District. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Erysipelas 

Typhoid  Fever 

Polio-Myelitis 

Atcham.  R.D. 

m 

CD 

d 

o 

26 

53 

4-1 

'Oh 
i n 
O 

X 

12 

Deaths 

< 

c n 
CD 
c n 
o3 

o 

5 

o,  |  Hospital 

Deaths 

363  Cases 

Hospital 

t<l  Deaths 

CO 

<D 

m 

d 

O 

62 

Hospital 

Deaths 

(k  Cases 

[  Hospital 

in 

rC 

4-> 

Oj 

CD 

Q 

10 

c n 
CD 
c n 
CS 

CJ 

9 

oj 

4-> 

•  r— < 

a 

in 

O 

X 

8 

Deaths 

m 

CD 

in 

d 

O 

5 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Cases 

Hospital 

Deaths 

m 

CD 

in 

O 

2 

^  Hospital 

in 

rC 

4-> 

o3 

<D 

0 

Bishop’s 

Castle.  M.B. 

l 

i 

0 

ah 

V 

4b  / 

Church 

Stretton.  U.D. 

7 

O  I 

n 

1 

o 

Clun.  R.D. 

4 

QO 

i 

10 

Q 

9 

2 

i 

1 

1 

1 

oU 

DO 

1 

1 

Wenlock.  M.B. 

14 

?. 

2 

9 

a 

l 

i 

7 

l 

l 

1 

4 

i  O 

1 

Totals 

52 

16 

7 

7 

QO 

2 

35 

26 

11 

11 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

ZD 

9 

Incidence  Rate  per 

1,000  of  populat’n. 

S.W.  Salop 

1.09 

0.14 

12.97 

3.65 

0.73 

•8.92 

0.14 

0.02 

0.02 

Eng.  &  Wales 

3.01 

0.88 

9.88 

2.54 

1.34 

*1 1.68 

0.31 

o.os 

> 

— 

*Rase  per  1000  total  births  (live  and  still) 
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NOTES  ON  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that,  apart  from  epidemics 
of  Measles  and  Whooping-cough,  there  have  been  no  serious 
outbreaks  of  infectious  disease.  Measles  was  prevalent  in 
Atcham,  Church  Stretton,  Clun  and  Wenlock,  and  Whooping- 
cough  in  Atcham,  Bichop’s  Castle  and  Clun.  Two  deaths 
took  place  from  each  disease. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  numbered  52  of  which  16  or  33% 
were  treated  in  hospital.  No  deaths  took  place  from  this 
disease  which  of  late  years  has  been  usually  of  a  very  mild 
type. 

Diphtheria  cases  numbered  seven  in  all  but  there  were 
no  deaths.  All  the  cases  were  in  unprotected  persons.  In 
previous  years  the  notifications  were  as  follows  : — 

1939—11.  1940—55.  1941—61.  1942—11. 


One  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  notified  in  the  Clun  area 
this  being  a  child  who  was  a  caravan  dweller  and  had  only 
been  two  days  in  the  district.  She  was  removed  to  hospital 
and  recovered  and  no  other  cases  were  reported.  The  source 
of  infection  in  this  case  was  not  traced. 
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In  another  case  a  patient  in  an  institution  in  the  County 
died  of  Typhoid  Fever  but  this  was  not  contracted  in  the 
area  of  her  home  (Church  Stretton  U.D.)  as  she  had  been  in 
the  Institution  referred  to  for  some  years.  The  death  however 
was  transferred  to  the  district  in  which  her  home  wras. 

The  total  rate  of  notifications  in  S.W.  Salop  per  1,000 
of  the  population  was  19.14  as  compared  with  a  rate  of  17.98 
for  the  whole  country.  The  incidence  of  Measles  and  Whooping- 
cough  accounted  for  the  slightly  higher  rate  for  the  district. 

As  regards  the  death  rate  from  Infectious  Diseases  this 
was  0.45  per  1,000,  being  the  same  as  for  the  country.  The 
chief  disease  of  this  nature  causing  deaths  was  influenza  which 
although  not  a  notifiable  disease  is  classed  as  infectious.  It 
was  responsible  for  18  out  of  the  22  deaths  from  infections. 
Measles  (2)  and  Whooding  Cough  (2)  accounted  for  the  other 
four. 

Diphtheria  Immunization. 

The  work  of  protecting  the  child  population  against 
Diphtheria  has  continued  throughout  the  year  and  it  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  table  that  917  children  under  five  and 
636  aged  from  5-15  have  been  protected  during  the  year,  a 
total  of  1,553  in  all.  The  percentage  immunized  is  now  over 
70%  for  the  “  under  fives  ”  and  approximately  90%  of  those 
children  aged  from  5-15  years. 

As  to  the  results,  in  1943  only  seven  cases  were  notified 
in  the  whole  district  and  there  were  no  deaths.  In  the  first 
six  months  of  1944  no  cases  at  all  have  occurred.  It  may  be 
re-called  that  as  lately  as  1941  there  were  61  cases  of  this  disease 
in  the  district  under  review.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the  in¬ 
oculation  of  so  high  a  percentage  of  children  has  been  achieved 
without  compulsion  of  any  kind.  Parents  realize  now  that 
preventive  inoculation  is  not  something  which  will  harm  their 
children  but  which  may  save  their  lives. 

The  best  time  to  have  a  child  done  is  as  soon  as  it  reaches 
his  (her)  first  birthday.  As  there  are  about  1,000  births 
per  annum  in  the  area  the  problem  is  one  of  getting  as  high 
a  percentage  of  these  children  done  each  year  as  they  reach 
the  age  of  one. 

The  inoculations  may  be  done  either  at  School  or  at 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  or  by  the  private  family  doctor  at  his 
Surgery.  There  is  no  fee  payable  at  all  by  the  parents. 
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Total  number  of  children  in  each  age  group  immunized 
during  the  year  1943,  either  by  the  County  Health  Staff  or 
by  Private  Practitioners. 


Atea. 

Undes  5  years 
Private  C.C. 

5-15  years 
Private  C.C. 

Totals 
—5  5-15 

Totals. 

Atcham  R.D. 

204 

232 

99 

175 

436 

274 

710 

B.  Castle  M.B. 

4 

20 

1 

8 

24 

9 

33 

Ch.  Stretton  U.D.  17 

25 

11 

11 

42 

22 

66 

Clun  R.D. 

95 

120 

41 

107 

215 

148 

363 

Wenlock  M.B. 

65 

135 

25 

158 

200 

183 

383 

Totals 

385 

532 

177 

459 

917 

636 

1,553 

Note.  Of  the  seven  notified  cases  in  1943,  only  five  were  of 
children  under  15  years  of  age.  None  of  these  had 
been  protected.  Four  of  them  were  in  Atcham  R.D. 
and  one  in  Wenlock  M.B. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  number  of  cases  on  the  registers  of  the  different  areas 
was  as  follows,  on  the  31st.  December,  1943  : — 


Area. 


Number 

of 

Pulmonary 

Cases 


Number 

of 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Cases 


Totals 


M. 

Atcham.  R.D.  53 

Bishop’s  Castle.  M.B.  2 

Church  Stretton.  U.D.  7 

Clun.  R.D.  24 

Wenlock.  M.B.  19 


F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

24 

29 

22 

82 

51 

4 

1 

2 

6 

3 

6 

4 

1 

11 

7 

16 

16 

13 

40 

29 

13 

11 

18 

30 

31 

Totals.  (S.W.  Salop)  105  63  61  56  168  117 

285 
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NwW  CASES. 


A  total  of  fifty-two  new  cases  were  notified  in  the  whole 
area  (32  pulmonary  and  20  non-pulmonary),  the  figures  for  the 
two  previous  years  being  : — 1941 — 49,  and  1942 — 56. 

The  figures  showing  new  cases  notified  in  each  of  the 
areas  according  to  age  and  sex  will  be  found  in  a  later  table. 


Deaths  and  Death  Rates. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  notified  from  all  forms  of 
the  disease  in  the  five  districts  was  twenty-three.  The  figures 
for  the  four  previous  years  were  as  under  : — 


Number  of 

Rate  per  1,000 

Year 

Deaths 

of  population 

1939 

16 

0.344 

1940 

18 

0.375 

1941 

21 

0.409 

1942 

24 

0.483 

1943 

23 

0.482 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  the  death-rate 

from  Tuberculosis  has  risen  since  the  war  began  and  this  has 

also  been  noted  in 

the  country  generally. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  in  each 

of  the  districts,  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary,  and  also  the 

death-rates  per  1 ,000  of  the  population 

for  each  form  of  the 

disease. 

Number  of  Deaths 

Death-rate  per 

District. 

1,000  of  population 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulm.  Pulm.  Total 

Pulm.  Pulm.  Total 

Atcham  R.D. 

5  2  7 

0.24  0.10  0.34 

B.  Castle  M.B. 

4-4 

3.25  0.00  3.25 

Ch.  Stretton  U.D. 

1  -  1 

0.39  0.00  0.39 

Clun  R.D. 

4  1  5 

0.41  0.11  0.52 

Wenlock  M.B. 

5*1  6 

0.36  0.07  0.43 

S.W.  Salop 

19  4  23 

0.39  0.09  0.48 

England  &  Wales 

—  —  — 

0.55  0.11  0.66 
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These  figures  show  that,  both  as  regards  the  pulmonary 
and  non-pulmonary  forms,  the  death-rates  in  the  areas  of 
S.  W.  Salop  are  lower  than  those  of  the  country  as  a  whole. 


NEW  CASES  AND  DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS. 
ATCHAM  R.D. 

NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Non-  Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 


Age- 

Groups 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1-5 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5-15 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

25-35 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

—  , 

— 

— 

1 

55-65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  Over 

J 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Totals 

11 

2 

8 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

BISHOP’S  CASTLE.  M.B. 

Four  new  cases  were  notified — (Pulmonary  Male  aged 
30  and  Female  aged  18,  and  Non-Pulmonary  Females  aged 
30  and  50  years.) 

Four  deaths  were  registered — (Pulmonary  Male  aged 
30  and  Females  aged  30,  36,  and  50  years). 

CHURCH  STRETTON.  U.D. 

New  pulmonary  cases  numbered  five — (Males  aged  27 
and  42  and  Females  aged  15,  45  and  63).  There  were  two 
new  Non-Pulmonary  Cases  notified — a  male  aged  10  and  a 
female  aged  4  years. 

One  death  took  place  from  the  pulmonary  form  of  the 
disease — a  female  aged  62  years. 
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CLUN  R.D. 


There  were  5  new  pulmonary  cases  notified  (Male  63 
and  females  17,  18,  29  and  31).  Non-pulmonary  cases  notified 
numbered  2  (Females  2  years  and  9  months). 

Five  deaths  took  place — Pulmonary  Males  63  and  67, 
and  females  17,  and  50  years.  There  was  one  female  non- 
pulmonary  death. 

WENLOCK.  M.B. 

Seven  new  pulmonary  cases  were  notified — (Males  aged 
5,  26,  35,  30,  47  and  67,  and  Females  aged  37).  One  non- 
pulmonary  case  (male  aged  11)  was  notified. 

Deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  numbered  six — 
three  males  (ages  31,  36,  and  53)  and  three  females  (ages  12, 
25  and  40). 


CANCER. 


The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  deaths 
recorded  in  each  of  the  five  districts  from  Cancer  during  1943. 

Deaths  for  the  previous  four  years  are  also  given  for 
comparison.  The  death-rates  per  million  living  are  also 
given  and  it  will  be  observed  that  the  rate  for  this  area  is  slightly 
above  the  rate  for  the  whole  country.  This  is  probably  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  number  of  persons  surviving  to  the  older 
age  groups  is  greater  in  rural  districts  than  in  towns. 


Area. 


A tch am.  R.D. 

Bishop’s  Castle.  M.B. 
Church  Stretton.  U.D. 
Clun.  R.D. 

Wenlock.  M.B. 


1939  1940  1941  1942  1943 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

17 

I 

VI 

1  VI 

1 

15 

15 

27 

25 

18 

21 

25 

15 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

3 

— 

2 

I 

3 

2 

7 

1 

— 

2 

6 

2 

2 

Mmi 

4 

3 

9 

4 

10 

11 

9 

14 

9 

11 

8 

7 

11 

13 

13 

10 

12 

13 

9 

17 

16 

17 

40  46 
86 

39  38 
77 

53  61 

114 

38  53 

91 

54  45 
99 

Totals 


1,609 


1,832  2,086 


Death-rate  per 
million  living. 
(S.W.  Salop). 

Death-rate  per 

million  living. 
(Eng.  &  Wales) 


1,855 


2,218 


1,620  1,662  1,670 


1,834  Not 
available 
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